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\ To the Right Honourable 


Sir PATIENCE WARD, * 


Lord Mayor 


| Of the City of 


LOND ON 


And to the Honourable Court of Aldermen. 


MY LORD, 


L though your Lordſhip was not pre- 
ſent when this Diſcourſe was Preach- 
ed, bemg hindred by your late dangerous 
Sickneſs, yet both cuſtom, and the Fomonr 
T have for you, oblige me to addreſi my ſelf. 
to you in this Dedication, boping that what 
T have here publiſhed at the de ire of your 
| Honourable Brethren, may be as acceptabl: > 


to. you in the reading, as it was to them in the 
hearing, and profitable to all thoſe, who 
Pal gernſ it with honeſt and unprejudiced 
minds Az} The 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
The ſubjef 15 very fruitful, and called 
me to ſay ſomething on many particulars, 
on which I could not ſay all , nay to ſtate 
many of the more weighty matters, which I 
have mentioned in it, would require as many 
Tratts, every one of which (I conjetture ) 
would be as big as the Sermon it ls For 
this reaſon I have Printed it, as I ſpoke it, 
excepting two or three inſtances under the laſt 
obſervation, which I have added for the 
further Explication thereof. 
I have alſo added « Marginal References 
for the ſake of thoſe Readers, that perhaps 
may defire further Authority for the proof 
and illuſtration 'of many things, which oc- 
cur in the Explication of the Jewiſh Poluy, 
and the other parts which follow and depend 
: upon-it. | 
eAnd ſo hoping that this Diſcourſe may 
( by God's bleſſing ) in ſome meaſure contri- 
bute towards the recovering of ſome from * 
thoſe finful errors and prattices, which I 
"ve taxed in it, and the preventing of 
others 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 


others from falling into them, I humbly 
preſent it to the acceptance of your Lord- 
ſhip and the Honourable Court, and ſub- 
ſcribe in all ſincerity, 


Your Lordſhips moſt faithful 


and obedient Servant, 


GEORGE HICKES. 


Rom. ix. 4, 5. 


— Who are Iſraelites, to whom pertaineth 
the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Co- 
venants, and the giving of the Law, and 
the Service of God, and the Promiſes 
whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom, as 
concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came. 


Hoſoever ſhall take the pains to look into 
the nature, and original of thoſe mani- 
fold, private and publick Errors, that 

have contradicted the Chriſtian Faith, or infeſted the 

ce of Chriſtian Churches, ſince the time of the 

Apoſtles till this preſent day ; will find a conſiderable 

part of them to have proceeded from want of a right un- 

derſtanding, or due conſideration of the Jews, as the 
choſen and adapted people of the Lord ; whom he inveſted 
with ſpecial priviledges, and diſtinguiſhed for ſome 

Ages by —_ Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, from 

all other Nations of the World. 

They alone for a long time were his proper inheritance, p.,gq.,g.s. 
and peculiar _—_ and he was pleaſed for their ſakes P/a.135-4. 
to be a reſpeCter of perſons, and ſtand related to the 
houſe of 1/-ae/, not only as their God to be worſhipped 
in Spiritual, but as their Prince and LO_ to be 
ſerved and obeyed in Temporal Cauſes and Afﬀairs. 

And therefore belides the Moral Law, which they 
had common with mankind, as the ſons of Adam, and 
B Noah, 


* 74b. Cori, 
Pars 1, Set. 
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Neazh, he ſanQtified them to himſelf by certain Ceremo- 
nial and Judicial Statutes, which he never intended 
ſhould oblige any other people but themſelves, and 
* converſed with them in ſucha frequent and familiar 
manner, as he never did with any other Nation, nor 
indeed can do again, unleſs he ſhould proftitute his 
Glory to the World, and ere& the Governmeat of it 
into a miraculous adminiſtration or Oeconomy, and 
make his Revelations by Orackes, Prophets, Angels, 
and Voices from Heaven as common upon all occaſions 
as the Letters, Editts, Mcflages, and Proclamations of 
Kings. 

But many unſound Judaizing Chriſtians have ſtill 
dreamed, that the Moſs/ck Code was yet in force, and 
have thereupon lived in ſtrict religious obſervance of 
ſome or all the Ceremonial Precepts, and veated ſuch 
opinions, as have perplexed the Conſciences of igno- 
rant and unlearned men, and filled the Church of God 
with unprofitable ſcruples and doubts. 

Thus the Jewiſh of old * taught the Geatile Chriſti- 
ans, that it wasneceſſary for Salvation to be circumci- 
ſd, and keep the Moſaick Law ; and though this Here- 
tical Jewifþ DoQrine was condemned almoſt as ſoon as 
publiſhed by the firſt, and moſt Authentick General 
Council that ever was, yet as we read in the Epiſtles 
of * S. Paul, and | Texativs, it afterwards took root 
in the Greek and 4an Churches, and particularly (o be- 
witched the fooliſh Galatians, that like the proud Pha- 
riſees among the Jews, and the filthy * Gzoſticks among 
the Chriſtians, they thought to be Juſtified by the Mo- 
faick Lev. 

This was part of the Dottrine of many other Here- 
ticks in the Primitive times, as the Ebroner ( ftocalled 
from the poor and beggarly notions they had of Chrift ) 
the Cerinthians and Marcionites, and many more, which 
we readof in Ewſebins, Irenens, Epiphtnins, and others. 

yome 
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Some again not conſidering, that one end of Chriſt's 
coming into the World was to deſtroy the Church of 
the Jews, and /eal up Viſion and Prophecy, and all other 
ways of Revelation, which is to the Conſtitution 
thereof, have vainly imagined that God would ſtill be a 
making new diſcoveries, and raiſing up new Prophets 
and heroical Zea/ots to the World ; and upon this ſup- 

ſition have pretended, like the Prophets, and Heroes 
of the Old Teftament, to Illuminations, Prophecies, 
Viſions, Dreams, Raptures, Inſpirations, Voices from 
without, irreſiſtible impulſes within, familiar Com- 
munion with God, converſes with his Angels, and I 
know not what Mercurtes of the other World; as if the 
glorious Majeſty of God did dwell among Chriſtians, 
as it did in the midſt of the Jews, to makeand interpret 
their Laws ; model their Religion ; conduCt their Ar- 
mies ; fight their Battels, and conftantly fit at the helm 
of Government to order affairs both in Church and 
State, 

Such pernicious —_— and Enthuſiaſts as theſe, 
were Simon Magus, Menender, Cerinthus, Marcion, Car- 
pocrates, Montanus, Manes, Apelles, and others in the 
Primitive times ; in the ſeventh Century Mahomer, the 
ſumm total of all Herefie before him, and Meſias of the 
Devil; and in the latter Ages of Chriſtianity moſt of 
the Legend-Saints of the Church of Rome, as Dominick, 
Brigit, Francis of Aſſiſe,Catherine of Siena,and Ignatius the 
Founder of the Jeſuits ; and in the Reformed parts of 
&* Exrope * Chriſtopher Kotter the Sileſian ; Nicols Dy a- * Lux #tene- 
« bick the Moravian ; Chriſtina Poniatow of Bohemia ; **: 
* Thomas Muntzer, David George, Jacob Behmen, John 
« of Leyden; Mr. Hutchinſon — the Propheteſs of New 
* England; Labbade of late in Holland; Naylor ; Ven- 
« ner ; Muggleton, and ſome other Enthuſiaſts of our 
own Country, not {o extravagant, that would take it 
ill tobe mentioned here ; all which by pretending more 

B 2 or 
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or leſs to Revelations, or New Light, have infeRed the 
brains of the multitudes, which run after them with a 
Religious ſort of phrenzy, filling their minds with En- 
thuſiaftical conceptions of God and Religion, and have 
thereby over-run the Proteſtant world with Superititi- 
on and Schiſm. 

I ſhould here proceed to.a complete Enumeration of 
all the Errors both in Faith and Practice, which pro- 
ceed from a partial or total Ignorance of the Jewiſh 
Church and State ; but I forbear to mention them, till 
I come to the place, where I yn to confute them, in- 
_—_—— to handle my Diſcourle in the following me- 
thod. 

Firſt, I will explain my Text, and give a compendi- 
ous andclear account of theſe ancient priviledges, where- 
in conſiſted the Oeconomy ofthe Jews. 

Secondly, From the Explication of it IT will draw 
{ome uſeful Corollaries or Propoſitions. 

And Thirdly, From thele Corollary Propoſitions I 
ſhall endeavour to confute many Ancient and Modern, 
Publick and Private Errors both in Faith and Practice, 
which ſavour ſtrong of Jewiſh Superſtition, and ſeem to 
owe their Original to that caſual or wilful neglect of 
conſidering the people of Iſrael, according to the mean- 
ing ofmy Text, as the adopted children, and peculiar 
polleTion of the Lord. Who are Iſraelites, to whom per- 
taineth the adoption, &Cc. 

T hat is,” who are 1/-aelites, the * choſen ſeed of Abra- 
ham, the adopted or ele& people, whom as M-ſes 
| ſpeaks, he took as a Nation out of the midſt of other 
Nations, by ligns and by wonders, that he might call 
his name upon them, and ſet them aſide for himſelf, 
is * Aaoy TEeKs010y, ty ayior, TiO txarxiloy, Ano Þ 
Teeromoews, a peculiar inheritance, an holy or ſeparate 
Nation, a choſen race, and a people acquired and pur- 
chaſed to himſelf by * wonders, and by war, by a migh- 
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ty hand, and out-ſtrefched arm, according to all that 
he did in the land of Egypt. They of all other people 
wete his Segoulah, which lignihes his particular portion, 
his moſt proper and precious poſſeſſion. He of all the 
Gods only belonged to them, and they of all other Na- 
tionsonly belonged to him; and as the Author of the 
Book * Coſri oblerves, when Moſes was ſent by God un- * Pers 1.5e&. 
to Pharaoh, he: was not bid to ſay, God that created ** 
Heaven and Earth, but the Lord the- God of the Hebrews 
hath ſent me unto thee. Hence all along the Old Teſta- 
ment he-honours them with the Title of his own people, 
whom he took to protett and govern himſelf ; and ac- 
cording to the promiſes. mentioned in my Text, flew 
mighty Kings for their ſakes, that he might give them 
the land ofCaraar for an heritage, even an heritage un- 

to 1/rael his people. 

Hence, as Joſephus often obſerves, the policy of the 
Jews was Theocratical, or a * Gorernmgld God him- | J+33-22- 
ſelf, and therefore || So/omor is ſaid to have fit on the l ns 
Throne of God, and Jeruſa/em God's imperial City is 23- 
called both in the Old and New Teſtament the * City + 74.48. 2. 
of the great King. His was the Kingdom, the Power, A 5-35: 
and the Glory; and by vertue of his Royal dignity and AS ct 
power he exaCted of his SubjeCts for the ſervice of his 
Houſe or SanQtuary, the yearly * tribute of half a Shekel * zxo4. zo.3. 
to be paid by the Pole ; and if any man failed to pay at 
the appointed day, * diſtraint by an order from the * Seden de 
Parliament of God, I mean from the Sanhedrim, was | ney 
laid upon his goods. Nay this Sacred mony, as Joſe- c.10. 2. Zight- 
phus callsit, was a Tax or Cuſtom ſo proper to the Jew- 17% vrgas | 
#þ Nation, that neither * Samaritans, nor Profſelytes * Selien de 
were permitted to offer it unto the King, who ſat be- Fure,l 3.6 4. 
tween the Cherubims, and owned no other Subjects but 
the Jews. Hence as it appears from the Hiſtorical 
Books of the Old Teſtament, the Judges were his de- 
puties, and the Kings but his Viceroys over the Jews, 
an 
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and both the Judges and Kings were choſen, and depo- 
ſed by him at his pleaſure, and like Moſes and Joſbua be- 
fore did neither make War nor Peace, nor undertake 
any ſtate-matter of great moment, without firſt asking 
counſel of the Lord. 

Sometimes he anſwered them by Viſions, ſometimes 
by®Dreams, ſometimes by Prophets, but moſt com- 
monly ofall by * Urim and Thummim ; and this Politi- 
cal Oracle or Oracles, though not mentioned in my 
Text, yetitis alluded untoin ſeveral places of the New 
[| Teſtament, and expreflly {o called by the ſon of Sirach, 
Ecclxs, 36.14. where he prays God toreſtore his unſ{peak- 
able Oracles unto Sox, _ raiſe up Prophets in hus ho- 
ly name. 

Hence there was always appointed Sacerdos Caſt renſis, 
a || Camp-Prieſt, as * Schickard renders Meſbich Milcha- 
mah, which ſignifies a Prieſt anointed to War, for fuch 
an one was always conſecrated by ſpecial UnCtion to 
march with theſe Oracles with the Army to the War, 
that he might always be at hand to give * reſponſes to 
the Judge, General, 'King, or any other perſon of a 
publick charaQtter, who had power to ask counſel of the 
Lord of Hoſts. Hence God by vertue of his prerogative 
Royal as Political Soveraign of the Jews, gave his Gene- 
ral Joſhus direQtions for belieging of Jericho, and reſer- 
ved at the ſacking of it all the Silver, and Gold, and 


'Braſs, as Royal prize for himſelf ; and laſtly, when he 


brought his _ people out of Egypr, like their wiſe 
* Legiſlator and Prince, as the Scriptures call him, he 
gave them Haſepher Hathorah, a Code of incomparable 
Moral and Civil Laws, of which my Text takes notice, 
and of which I may ſay what Cicero fatd of the twelve 
Tables, which were but * fragments copied out at the 
third hand from the Moſaick Original, that they were 
| worth all the other Volumes in the World, 


Further- 
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Furthermore, reſolving for ſeveral reaſons of State to 
manifeſt his Royal preſence to the ſenſes of his people, 
he was pleaſed to become Jebovah Stator, and dwell 
among them in as viſible a manner, as his Divinity 
would permit. While they ſojourned in Tents he would 
have his Tabernacle or Tent ; but when they were ſet- 
led in the holy Land, and had built them houſes, he 
changed his Tent into a ſtanding Palace or Temple, 
where inthe Sanium Santormn,or preſence-room there- 
of the g/ory here mentioned did always appear. This 
glory, or luſtrous appearance of God, as * Ezek, de- « c.,o 6. 
{cribes it, conſiſted in clouds, and brightneſs, and beau- 
tiful colours ; and it was to the Nation of the Jews, as 
the flame in the Buſh was to _— a viſible ſymbol of 
God's ſpecial preſence, and a fenſible ſign and demon- 
ſtration, that he reſided in his holy Palace, and therefore 
when Eze#, went about to let the Jews know, that God 
would no longer dwell among them, but forſake the 
holy City and Nation forthe rebellion of his people, he 
deſcribed it by the gradual motion of the g/ory from the 
holy of holes to the threthold of the houſe ; from thence 
to the Eaſtgate of the Temple; from thence to the 
midſt of the City ; and from thence to the mountain, 
where it finally diſappeared. 
Laſtly, to complete the notion of God's habitation, 
or dwelling amongſt his people, the Original word for 
* 7 abernacle ſignifies a dwelling houſe, and the Origi- 20D © 
nal word for || 7 emple {ignifies a royal Palace, or houſe in —— 
ofa King. Accordingly as a * Learned Author of our | y2'7 
own hath obſerved, there were all things in it ſuitable : wy m 
to the Oeconomy of an houſe. For in the holy Place, ;.4 
which the Greet tranſlation calls the holy Hall, there 
was a Table, and upon the Table Bread, and a Candle- 
{tick, and Diſhes, and Spoons, and Bowls and Covers, 
and on the Altar, as on the hearth of this houſe Royal, 
was kept acontinual Fire, and a conſtant ſupply of _ 
| an 
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and proviſion came in by the Sacrifices, part of which 
( not to mention the Offerings) was conſumed by the 
Fire, which fell from Heaven, as God's portion, and 
the other part was eaten by the Prieſts, as the houſhold 
and Minifters of the great King. And as for his inferi- 
or ſervants the Levites, who were conſtantly employed 
inthe ſervice of his SanCtuary, he made ample proviſion 
for their maintenance, by — them no fewer than 
forty _ Cities with Suburbs of two thouſand Cubits 
compals, and Tithes in kind of the whole Land; and 
this Oeconomy of God's houſhold, with all the Rites 
and Ceremonies, that concerned the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, and purifications of the po approaching to 
his preſence, is that which is underſtood in my Text by 
the ſervice or worſhip of God, Thoſe forty eight C1- 
ties, with the Tithes, Offerings, -and Sacritices, God 
ſet aſide for the ſtanding expences of the Government, 
and often levied other occaſional Tributes, as you may 
read in the 31 Chap. of Numbers, where he commanded 
Moſes to levy him a Tribute of the Captives, the Sheep, 
the Aſſes, and the Beeves. And as it was very reaſonable 
to let him have -his proportion of the ſpoil, who had 
power to give victory, as well as make war : Sothe Sa- 
crifices, Tithes, Offerings, beſides the half-Shekel 
before mentioned, though they amounted to * a fifth 
of the whole Land, were but a juſt revenue for ſuch a 
Prince, -as had won them the Country by miraculous 
_— and had power to bleſs it with ſpecial in- 
C 

He gave what he exacted of his people in the bleſſings 
of Heaven and Earth; he made the Land of Canaan a 
good and'plentiful Land, * a Land of Brooks of Water, 
and Fountains, a Land of Wheat, and Barly, and Vines, 
and Fig-trees, and Pomegranates; a Land whoſe ſtones 
were Iron, and out of whoſe hills they digged BrafS; a Land 
where they eat Bread without ſcarceneſs, and drank Wine to 
the 
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the full, Tna word, as* Ezek. faith, it was the glory of « (619-10.15. 
all Lands; for God, who choſe it above all the reit of 
the World for himſelf and his pau to dwell in, made 
it low with Milk and Hony, and abound with all things 
that could contribute not only to the ſuſtenance, but ro 
the pleaſure of man. As Exex was to Adam, faith the 
Book * Coſri: So was this Land called the holy Land to 
Abraham, and his ſeed. It was a Terreſtrial Paradiſe, 
the place of God's ſpecial preſence in the time of the Pa- 
triarchs ; Divinity [ &1p3 p3yn ] loved to reſide there ; 
and there God met the Fathers in Viſionsand Dreams. 

The Fathers, to whom he made the promiſes menti- 
onedin my Text of driving the Nations out of the 
Land, and giving it to their Seed ; The Fathers, viz. 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, thoſe noble, ſele&t and holy 
perſons, with whom, as-the Jewiſh writers boaſt, Dz- 
vinity loved to converſe, and who deſcended ſucceſſive- 
. ly in that peculiar line, 'to which ( excepting Therah ) 
Divinity ſtill adhered, and in which the true Religion 
was {till to be found, from Adam the Son of God. 

With theſe Divine Heroes it was that he made and 
renewed the Covexants, or * Covenant here mentioned * game . 155, 
in my Text; the Covenant of which | Circumciſion 754? =>. 
was the Seal ; but more eſpecially the Political Coye- + 
nant, or * Teſtament, which Moſes the Mediatar of it *£&xod.24.7,8; 
made between God and the Jews, and confirmed with 
the ſprinkling of bloud. To conclude, of the Seed of 8 Gen.17.22, 
theſe | Fathers contraQted firſt into the Tribe of * Ju £9: wes 
dah, and then into the houſe of | David, Chriſt. or Meias | 1ſa.11.1,19. 
came to put an end to this T heocracy, abrogate the * Law 2325-12, 
Moſaick, deſtroy the | SanQuary, ſeal up Viſion and $wr.. ad 
Prophecy, cauſe Sacrifice and Ottering to ceaſe, throw Zpbeſ. = 
God's Encloſure into the Common again, and break m7 # 
down the * wall of Partition betwixt the Court of the * zpbeſ.2.14. 
Gentiles and the Jews; for now God is no reſpecter of 
perſons, no longer the ſhepherd of 1/rae/, but all the 
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world is one fold under-one ſhepherd, and in every Na- 
tion, thoſe that work * righteouſneſs are accepted by 
the Lord, as well as the 1/raclites, to whom, as you 
have heard, pertained the Adoption, and the Glory, and the 
Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the ſervice of 
God, and the promiſes, whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom, 
as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came : Who is — 

Having given ſuch a clcar and intelligible an account 
of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, as ſuch a compendious Expli- 
cation of my Text would permit ; I proceed to deduce 
ſome Corollary Dottrines and Propolitions ; the firſt of 
which 1s this ; 

That the Judicial and Ceremonial Laws, which God 
gave Moſes tor the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Government 
of his Peculinm, or Adopted people the Fews, cannot as 
ſuch * oblige any other Nation, Society, or Se& of Men, 
who are not ſo politically related to him, as they were. 

Secondly, That it would be impious and abſurd for . 
any other Nation, Sect, or body of Men not ſo choſen, 
and adopted by God as the Jews were, to pretend to 
ſuch ſpecial favours, and priviledges, as they enjoy'd 
not upon any account common to them with other Na- 
tions, but by vertue of their Adoption, as they were the 
ſelect and peculiar people of God. 

Thirdly, That it would be vain and fooliſh for any 
other Nation, Sect, or fort of Men, who have no 
ſuch political and ſpecial promiſes as the Jews had, to 
pretend to be ſo choſen and adopted by God. 

Fourthly, That it would be ſingular afteQation and 
impiety, for any denomination of Chriſtians, and 
madnels for any other Sect, or Society of Men, whoſe 

litical Soveraign God 15s not, to arrogate the political 
priviledges of the Jews, or pretend to {uch promiles, as 
upon the account of that relation they had. 

Fifthly, That it is abſurd for any Chriſtian to receive 
the Jewiſh Rites and Sacraments, thoſe federal ſigns 

between 
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between their infinite political Soveraign and them, and 
not own himſelf a debtor to * their Law, or to own , wy 7 
himſelf a debtor to their political Law, and not own 7. rhitadelyh. 
them tobe yet the Adopted people of God. 
Sixthly, That for Chriſtians to believe, that the 
Tews are yet the peculiar and adopted people of God, is 
to invalidate the Goſpel, which they profeſs, and make , _, 
* Chriſt, who came to adopt all Nations, of no effeCt , mma rene 
or importance to the World. 
Seventhly, That it isan abſurd and dangerous con- 
cluſion for Chriſtians to afſert, that they are bound for 
every action they do, at leaſt in the worſhip of God, to 
have as particular warrant and direCtion from his writ- 
ten Wygrd, asthe Jews had from the Moſaical Law. 
Eighthly, That it 1s neither ſafe, nor warrantable, 
nor conſiſtent with Chriſtian moderation and ſobriety, 
to imitate the extraordinary heroical atts of the Jewiſh 
Worthies ; who being moved by ſecret impulſes and 
direCtions from the Spirit of God their political King, 
did many things upon a ſtate-account, which it would 
be unchriſtian raſhneſs for others to attempt, and utter- 
ly unlawful for them to do. Such as were the aCtions 
of moſt of their Judges, all the * Realors, and many * 9f theright 


other Heroical perſons, as Moſes, Elias, David and Je- 299pmenot 
hy, upon whom the Spirit of impulſe came. de Fure, . 4. 
£.4.de Synedy. 


l.2.C. 14. 3. Cunew, l. 1.c. 12.2. 3. Hammond's Trad of Zealots, and on Matth. 21. 12. 10. 4 
1 .Maccdb. 2.,23,24,25 26, 


Theſe are the Dottrinal concluſions, which among 
many more, I havedrawn from the Explication of my 
Text, or the con(ideration of Fewry as a T heocracy ; and 
the Jews as the peculiar and adopted people of God. 
From whence I proceed in the laſt place, rothe confus 
tation of thoſe great and manifold Errors both in Faith 
and Prattice; which proceed, as I ſaid before, from 
mens not knowing, or at leaſt not duly — 

2 this 
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* Firſt then, From theſe principles appears theſtrange 

SS AALR '{ erſtition and folly of ſome Primitive Churches, - both 
Shs 0 Jewiſh and Gextile Chriſtians, who were * Zealous of 
continuing at School under Moſes, and living in bon- 

t Ads 10. dage under his Law, notwithitanding the || Viſion of 
re S. Peter, and his declaration upon it, that God would 
* - _ nolongerappropriate the Fews ; and likewiſe notwith- 
ſtanding the Apoſtolick Decree at Jer»ſa/em concerning 

the abrogation of the Fewiſh Law. Such as theſe were 

*Gal.3.1. -the Folifh * Galatians, who were {0 bewitched (cis the 
nr Apoſtles own phraſe) with this doQtrine of the Fewiſb 
xa)iv, x HFereticks, that they obſerved. Circumciſion, one of 


Fern their Sacraments, with their | days, and months, and 
Magn. "times, and years, and {0 made themſelves unawares, as 


154419 "the ſame* Apoſtleſhew'd them, debtors to obſerve the 
*$2+ whole Moſaick Law. | 

Secondly, From hence appears the damnable Hereſic 
' Euſeb. Hil, of the || Gnoſticks, thoſe Feſnits, or. Emilſaries of the 
#.4.6.2%  FJews, ſent out from among them 9g-purpoſe to ſubvert 
the Faith of the newly planted Chriſtian 'Churches : 
For as Exſebins tells us, they taught, .that Chriſtians 
had abſolnte need of the Ewualinn Aazpaia, or. legal ob- 
ſervations; they rejeed the Epiſtles ofS. Paul, which 
vere deſignedly written againſt their peſtilent doQtrine, 

and called him Apoſtate from the Law. 
Thirdly, From hence appears the fond ſuperſtitious 
Zeal of all, or moſt of the Biſhops of the Aſian Church- 
es, about the latter end of the. ſecond Century, who 
held it indiſpenfably neceſſary to keep Eaſter-aay after 
the Jewiſh Rite, preciſely on the.-day of the full Moon, 
next after the Vernal Equinox, on what day of the 
Iweek {oever itchanced to fall ; and proteſted againſt the 
obſervation thereof according to the cuſtom of the Eatir 
Churches, on the Sunday following, the day on which 
our Saviour roſe from the dead, This 
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This Tradition, as Irene obſerves, came from the 
prattice of the Jewiſh Chriſtians, who made up almoſt 
all the firſt planted Oriental Churches ; and the conni- 
vance of S. John, and the Primitive Biſhops thereat ; 
and the obſervation thereof was innocent and uſeful, as 
long as it was eſteemed but a laudable cuſtom, or an in- 
difterent thing : But to impoſe a Jewiſh Rite, not for de- 
cency and order, but as antecedently needful upon all 
Chriſtians, was to go * back from Chriſt to Myſes, and 058 xe 
an infringment of theliberty, wherewith he hath made 57% _ 
us free ; and had S. Pas! been then alive, he likely had wy + ag 
reproached the Aſiz» Churches, as he did the Galatiaxs, 4nd "ele? * 
with theſe weak and beggarly rudiments, to which they defi- _ ——_ | 
red to be in bondage, and perhaps would have forbid n:t.a4 Megns 
their Biſhops and Miniſters to Fudaize in this particular; 
under the pain of being depoſed, according to the Se- 
venth Apoſtolical Canon: at leaſt he would have 
ſhew'd them, what Babes they were in Chriſt, who whex 
for the-time they ought to teach- others, had need themſelves 
to be taught again in this particular, which be the firſt prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of God, 

Fourthly, From hence I proceed toconfute the ſenfu- 
al and moſt abſurd Doctrine of the ancient Chiliafts ; 
who, as * Eyſebirs obſerves, expounding the Prophe= * Hiſt. 1.7.24- 
cics of the old, and the Promiſes of the New Teſtament, 
aiter the carnal manner, and let me add too, upon the 
carnal Hypotheſis of the Jews, conceited that Chriſt wilt 
come at his ſecond, as the Fews concerved-he would 
come at his firſt appearance, to put them in poſſeſſion 
of Canaan again; where under his Reign at Feruſalem 
for a thouſand years, they ſhould live free fromall ſorts 
of trouble, nad paſs away the time, like beatihed Ep 
cares, in lenſual pleaſure and eaſe. : 

* Irenz#s to confirm this opinion, citesmany promb: * z.z c.33; 333 
{es of the Oldand New Teſtament, in particular, Gey. 
15 18,ver. where- God told Abrahamhe —_—— = 

an 


r4. 


* Hiſt.l.3.39- 
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Land to his Seed, from the River of Egypr, z. e. the 
Nile, to the great River, the River Euphrates, Which 
promiſe ( faith he) having never yet been made good 
to the Iſraelites according to the fleſh, mult needs be 
fulfilled to the fellowſhip of believers; who are the ſpi- 
ritual ſeed of the father of the faithful, and heirs of the 
promiſed Land ; hither he alſo refers Mark the 14. 25. 
where our Saviour, after hedrank of the Cup, ſaid to 
his Diſciples, Iwil! 4rink no more of the fruit of the Vine, 
till the day that I drink it new inthe Kingdom of God. 

This grols conceit of our Saviour's Terreſtrial King- 
dom, was firſt divulged by Papias, a man, as * E:ſebius 
tells us, - ofa mean head-piece, and not ſo capable of con- 


ceiving Spiritual truths ; and as Fenardent oblerves in 


his Notes on Irezens, it came down by Tradition from 
the firſt Fewiſh Chrittians, who like the Mother of Zebe- 
dees children in the 20.of S. Matth. and the Apoſtles 
themſelves, As x. 6. ſtill fancied that Myias at length 
ought to be King, and reſtore the Kingdom unto 1/- 
racl, 

The Revelation of S. Fohn, which was written about 
ſixty years after our Saviours Paſſion, gave further oc- 
caſion to the growth of this Error ; for this Prophetical 
Book being penn'd in the Prophetical ſtile, which is al- 
ways wrapped up in {imilitudes, and ſchemes, did acci- 
dentally blind theſe carnal dreamers, who underſtood it 
in a literal ſence, and ſo made them frame a model of 
Government for Chriſt and the Saints ar the New Feru- 


ſalem, after the manner of that which had been in the 


Old. TI have given this account of the original of this 
Error,that it might ſerve toApologize for Juſtin Martyr, 
1ertullian, Irenens, Apollinarius, Lattantins, and other 
excellent Fathers, who fell into it, although I muſt 
needs ſay, from the preceeding Propolitions, that it is 
a very groſs and carnal Doctrine, unworthy the ſpiritu- 
ality of the Goſpel-promiles, inconliitent with a _ of 

uture 
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future Glory, and that it debaſeth the Regal office of 
Chriſt, Laltly, to juſtifie S. Hierom againit Mr. Med, 
for calling theſe Chil:aſts Semi-Judeans, their opinion 1s 
Fewiſh, conceive it in what notion ſoever you pleaſe, It 
is Jewiſh in its original, the Geztile having learnt it from: 
the Jewiſh Chriſtians ; its pleaſures are ſenſual and Jew- 
ib ; and the conſtitution of ſucha Kingdom, the nature 
of its Government, and the temporal Prerogatives be- 
longing untoit, ſuppoſe a renovation of part of the Jew- 
iſþ Oeconomy : and, that as Jews and Geztiles in this 
life had joyntly turned Chriſtians ; ſo Chriſtians in the 
next ſhouldall turn Jews. Butthen, if you conſider this 
Doctrine, as it 15 improved by thoſe, whom from the 
fancied temporal Monarchy of Chriſt, we call Fifth-mo- 
narchy-men, it will appear to be not only a moſt fleſhly, 
buta moſt bloudy 7ewiſh Doftrine, which brings war 
and deſolation upon the whole Earth. For it repreſents 
King Fe/#s, as another Foſhna, the Saints his followers, 
as Geaeons and Ehuds, and the reſt of the World, juſt 
like the ſeven Nations, who were to be rooted out. 

In the Ffth place, to paſs over many other, both An- 
cient and Modern Errors, whichT ſhall but mention to- 
wards the concluſion of my Diſcourſe, I proceed to ex- 
amine the erroneous and dangerous Doctrine of our Mo- 
dern Keraites, who make the Scriptures the ſole and 
adequate rule of humane aCtions ; and aſſert that Chri- 
ſtians, like the Fews, are bound for every thing they do 
inthe worſhip of God, to have pSſitive * warrant and * $psrſwoods 
direction from his Word, according to that of Dear.4.2. Hiſb4.3.$.1 53+ 
. Tou ſball not add unto the Word that I command you, neither 
ſhall you diminiſh from it, that you may keep the Command- 
ments of your God. 

This ſingle abſurd principle of our Anticeremonial 
Teachers hath been a fruittul Mother of FaRtion and 
Schiſm, and the cauſe of all thoſe diviſions and ſubdivi- 
lions, which have made the nameof Proreſt«nt ſouncer- 

tain - 
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tain inits fignification, and once morethreaten'the ruine 
of this Church. For no Traditions how certain, ne 
Ceremonies how uſeful and innocent, nor any Eccleli- 
aſtical Orders how reaſonable and convenient ſoever 
they be, ſhall oblige the Conſciences of theſe men, un- 
til ſome command or example be produced out of Scrip- 
- ture, to warrant.the things which the Church ſhall 
command. 

 This1n plain language is to ſuppoſe, that Chrittians 
are not a general, but a particular Church of men, like 
- the Jews; and to have thereupon received, not only the 
{ubſtantials of Divine Worſhip from God, as God, but 
the adjuncts and circumſtantials thereof from God as 
their King. Orelle to ſuppoſe, that God by enjoyning 
us nothing circumſtantial in his worſhip hath forbidden” 
us the uſe, and fo taken away the eras of indif- 
ferent things ; which, conſidering the neceſſity of time, 
place, poſture, and habit in general, and the conventi- 
ence of ſome particular ſorts at ſome times, and in ſome 
places, is impoſſible to —_— and utterly incon- 
liſtent with the liberty of ſuch a free and manly Religi- 
on, as S. Pauldeſcribes the Chriſtian to be. 

For *tis an equal abridgement of humane liberty, to 
be bound by God to the obſervation of a multitude of in- 
different matters, and. be permitted the uſe of none ; 
for he whoſe ſilence implies thou ſhalt not do ſuch or 
ſuch indifferent things, or obſerve ſuch and ſuch indift- 
ferent Rites, doth as much impoſe upon thee, as he that 
faith thou ſhalt. Therefore God's ordaining nothing in 
the extrinſecal part of Religion under the Chriſtian 
Oeconomy, doth not imply-in Jewiſh ſtritneſs, that we 
ought to order nothing, which he hath not impoſed, 
but that he hath left both private and publick perſons 
frce to determine therein according to the diftates of 
-private and publick wiſdom. 


As 
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As God: then by commanding nothing Ceremonial, 
hath left ſingle perſons free to act in the Ritual part of 
cloſet-worſhip, according as private diſcretion ſhall ſug- 
geſt : ſo by lo doing he hathleft it to the power of Pa- 
rents and Princes to regulate his worſhip in the circum- 
ſtantials thereof, according to the rules of Oeconomical 
and Civil prudence, provided nothing be ordained in- 
conſiſtent with his Word. 

God for ſpecial reaſons, which the Jew//b Rabbies af: 
ſign, thought not bt to truſt the Jews with the choice 
of their own Ceremonies, but hedged them about for 
their better ſecurity with a Mound of Ritual Orders and 
Laws ; but there 1s nothing in the New Teltament 
which implies the like of Chriſtians, though * S. Petey « Epiſt.z.9. 
faysin the words of Moſes and David, that we are a 
choſen generation, a Royal Prieſthood, an holy Nati- 
gn, a peculiar people ; fan that doth not imply, that 
God hath given us as peculiar direCtions for the outward 
manner of his worthip, as he gave the Jews ; but ra- 
ther the contrary, that the Church of God was become 
as Catholick as Mankind ; and that God by conſequence 
would no more ſet up any private Divine Service, give 
no more directions for the particular modification of his 
worſhip ; abridge our liberty therein, neither by Ne- 
cative nor Poſitive Precepts, nor further concern him- 
ſelf for thole little matters (PwnPnN nNIM 22 the very 
pins of the Tabernacle, that affected phraſe of the late 
Writers for Reformation, whenever they argue from 
the pattern in the Mount. 

But ſuppoſe theſe Texts in * Dext, of neither adding *c.4.2.12.32. 
nor detredling from God's commands, concerned us as 
well as the Jews; yet they cannot be taken in a ſence to 
prove, that humane impolitions are unlawful, becauſe 
the Jewiſh Kings and Sanhedrim ordered many Religious 
Rites, uled many Ceremonies, and appointed many 
things to be obſerved in that Church without any other 
D warrant 


18 Peculium Det. 


warrant or command from God, than the uſe of com- 
* Mor.Nev. Mon reaſon and prudence, as * Maimonides himſelf doth 
p.3-©-41. ©4e confels. 
ate Take theſe out of many other examples in that excel- 
| Pars 3. omg EE Book || Coſri, and the * Kalenders of the Jem. 
civ.s 8 de $y- The inſtitution of the Feaſt Purim ; a great number of 
nedr.1.3.6.13. annual Faſls, mhereof four are mentioned and con- 
firmed, Zach. 8.19. The Baptiſm of Proſelytes, which 
Chriſt inſtituted into a Sacrament : Parochial Syna- 
gogues, and houſes of Prayer : The alteration of the 
poſture of eating the Paſſover, into the common po- 
t Lighrf _ ſture of eating and drinking : | Excommunication : The 
. Light. Temp. * carved image of the City Shuſhan over the Eaſt gate of 
£3. the Temple, ſet up tm remembrance of the captivity : 
And laſtly, rhe fixing of the month Abib to the Verpal 
Equinox, by appointing the intercalary year, without 
x ro the months ſhifting places, the obſervation af 
the Paſſover, andall the other moveable Feaſts appoin- 
ted by God, had been uncertain and prepoſterous ; and 
þ Zib.2. as the Exyprien Prieſts told | Herodotws, for a Chroni- 
cal, what he related for an Aftronomical obſervation, 
the Sun had frequently ſet where he had riſen, andriſen 
where he had ſet. 

Laſtly, the Canonical and Apocryphal writers fur- 
nijſh us with other inſtances ; as Hezekiah's continuing 
the Feaſt of unlevened Bread ſeven days longer than was 
appointed by the Law ; Solomon's Feaſt of ſeven days 
for the dedication of the Altar; and the annual Feaſt 

*: Mace 4.59. Of eight days appointed by * Judas Macchabews and his 
brethren, which continued to the days of our Saviour, 
and ſtands approved upon Record in the Goſpel of 

_ — | S. John. 

ſewn from tbe. T might here add the great liberty which all the Pri- 

Me fe mitive Churches took in impoſing Rites and Ceremo.- 

axcient Sriack, NICs, and appointing * Feſtivals to be obſerved ; but Au- 

Ts #*e thority ſignifies nothing with the men, whom I here op- 


poſe. 
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ſe. For when we tell tell them of the praQtice of the 
Primitive Churches, they make the ſame anſwer that 
the Socinians do, when we urge them with the Do- 
ctrice thereof, v#z. that Antichriſt began to work in the 
Apoltles days, and that Errors crept early into the 
Church. 

To conclude, This Jewiſh, or rather more than Jew- 
i|þ doQtrine, utterly overthrows the uſe of the Apoſtles * Caand. 
Creed ; * Infant-Baptiſm ; the obſervation of the Lords = oppeſit 
day ; the ſolemn Vow at Baptiſm ; Prayers before and after 5. Chryſoſt. 
Sermon ; Prayers before and after the Sacraments ; the ad- —_ <6 oa 
mitting of Women to the Communion, and juſtifies the /e- 5; 3 Bdx3r 
cond diviſion of our Diſſenters againſt the fr/t, the third quan 
againſt the ſecond, the fourthagainſt the third, and the _ x _ 
o_ themall ; who have declared to the world, «ia a2, 
that if they muſt have humane inventions, the-old ave bet- * T0. Bf 
ter than the new. Sp Sandto, 

In the Sixth place, I proceed toſhew of what Immo. & 27: vi & 
ral and Unevangelical Spirits many -Chriſtian Zalors ©? 
have been, in comparing themſelves, and the Patrons 
of their parties, to the Jewiſh Worthies ; and teaching 
that they acted like them in their moſt unwarrantable 
and unlawful undertakings, by ſecret and irreſiftible 
impulſes from the holy Spirit of God. Thus the Pope 
himſelf, as | Davi/ah relates, compared the Dulce Hiſtl.g. 
of Gwiſe, the Patron of the Papiſtical League, to Judas 
Macchabers ; the Jeſuits called him Gideon, and bid him 
po on and proſper in the cauſe of God. Conformably 
tereunto, when they conſecrate an Aﬀaſſin, as * Ho- * zib.. 
ſpinian proves they ſometimes do, to murder an Here- 
tick Prince, they ſolemnly devote him to the bleſſed 
workin ſuch a form as this: © Thou choſen and belo- 
* ved ſon of God, take here the {word of Gideon, the 
* {word of Jepthe, the ſword of Sampſon, the {word of 
*«* the Macchabees, the ſword of WW; - Go, and be of 
« good courage, and the Lord ftrengthen thy arm. 

D 2 Accor- 
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Accordingly they wrote an || Apology for John Chaſtell, 
wherein they endeavour to prove, that his murderous 
attempt on Hezry the Fourth of Fraxce was Heroical, 
although he failed therein. . I-need not here repeat what 
Pope. Sixtus Qnintws ſaid in the Conclave, upon the 
ſtabbing of Hezry the Third: And with with all my 
heart, that this Fewiſh doQtrine of Heroical Zeal and in- 
pulſe, were only chargeable upon Papiſts; but to the 
great diſhonour of the moſt bleſſed and honourable name 
of Reformation, it hath been taught and praQtiſed by 
many conſiderable Reformers ofthe Epiſcopal Reforma- 
tion, who, to omit other inſtances, once or twice cri- 
ed out in inſurrettions againſt King James in Scotland, 
the ſword of the Lord, and of Gideon ; and in a Letter 
which they wrote to the * Lord Hamilton, inviting 
him to be their Ozhxze/ or General, they told him, that 
the people were animated by the word and motion of God's 
Spirit, to go tO arms. 

Goodman, and Kjilby, and Kpox's works are full of this 
Doctrine; and every one knows to what ſtrange, in- 
ward extraordinary callings, motions, and directions 
|| Coppinger and Hacker, and their Aſſociates formerly 
pretended ; and I need not tell * whom they followed,or 
what profeſſion they were of. 

In like manner many of the late Preachers, as may 
be ſeen in the Par/iament-Sermons, commended the molt 
forward undertakers of the late Rebellion, for their 
Leal, and compared them thereupon to Phizeas, and 
other Zealots for God. Particularly one of them in 
the 27th. page of his Sermon, Entituled, The gloriows 
name of the Lord of Hoſts, ſays expreſly, that as the Spi- 
rit of the Lord came upon Sampſon and Gideon, ſo it 
came upon many of the Nobles and Worthies of that 
Parliament,and in the Dedication thereof complemented 
the then General, as Pope Gregory the Fifteenth comple- 
mented the late King of France, when he was raiſing an 
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Army to extirpate his Proteſtant Subjects, i the glori- 
ous name of the Lord of Hoſts. 

W hat damnable Doctrine is this ? How inconſiſtent 
151t to the practice of Primitive Chriſtianity, and the 
meek and peaceable Dottrine of the Goſpel ; which. is 
the only Oracle of revelation to Chriſtians, who are to 
expect noother motions, no other impulſes from the 
Spirit, but ſuch as infenſibly move us to vertue and 
goodneſs, in the uſe of the means of Grace ? 

Inceed God by being temporal head of the Jews, had 

frequent occaſions to raiſe up certain extraordinary per- 
{ons, by the powerful impulſes of his Spirit, to work 
miraculous Las tor his people, and execute 
ſupralegal Commiſſions in certain cafes of ſpecial exi- 
gence, where it would not be convenient to wait for 
the ordinary Proceſs.of Law : Of this there. are many 
inſtances of the Old, and one of our Saviour in the New 
Teſtament ; but then the Zealots, ſo incited by God, 
did carry with them evident marks, that they were tru- 
ly ſoaffeted, as Phineas, Jehn, Elias, and Chriſt ; or 
it they did not, they were ſubject, like the Prophets, to- 
be tried by the Sanhedrim, and paid for ſuch preten(i- 
ons to the Spirit, when they were falſe, by no leſs price 
than their bloud, 

But our Saviour, whoputan end to the Jewiſh State, ,  , .. 
and his Fathers temporal Reign, =_ an end thereby to ——— 
all future pretenſions of ſupralegal impulſes, and Zeal ; river we- 
and both by his * doctrine and example hattr forbidden A Fr 
ſuch unwarrantable proceedings to Chriſtians, as un- —&nigzed 
becoming their meekneſs and ſobricty, inconſiſtent wrong 
with Evangelical peace and obedrence, and dettruttive aateloes 
to that Authority and Power, which he hath left to the <125#72209. y, 


og ! uh __—_ TLILLTSY 
Civil Magiſtrate, the Miniſter of God to execute \j;4;,, 7y- 
wrath. 1190%5 as "Ty 


Therefore to pretend now with the Clements, and Ra- 55 Nees. 
vaillacks, the Metuils, and Mitchels, and Hackers, and arugnq. . 
Hack- 
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Hackftons to the right and power of Zealots, and Old 
Teſtament-impulſes from the Spirit of God, is in effe& 
to teach, that God is our.-temporal King, and that 
Chriſtians are now in a Jewiſh ſence the peculiar people 
of God. Thus the Muzſter-Anabaptifts in the Jewiſh 
{tile miſcalled themſelves, the :children and choſen 
people of God ; and boaſted that the ſword of Gideon 
was put into their hands to deſtroy the Principalities and 
Empire of this 'World, and fer up the Kingdom of the 
Lord Chriſt. 
Ez» Jims'l-> To the ſame purpole tended the many Sermons 
— Preached and Printed in the late times upon Curſe ye 
No Sccenav- Meroz, the Lord of Hoſts, be valiant and fight the Battels 
Te. dro? of the Lord; and other ſuch Military Texts, which 
Ns ;. made the common people of Great Britain conſider them- 
ww er1&- ſelves as the people of 1/rae/ ; and in fits of Fanatical 
x2:961,799, heat, which they were taught to call Zeal for the glory 
axeCcs Ig Of God, att like Enthuſiaſts, and follow their leaders, 
— like the Jews of latter times, to commit ſuch -execrable 
delph, "#" Treaſons, as ought not to be mentioned without horror 
and tears. | 

The late inſtance of Yexxer and his company, and the 
later InſurreQtions in Scotland are alſo pat examples to 

- this Theam ; whereof the former fighting for Jeſu as a 
Temporal, and the latter as a Spiritual King, did cer- 
tainly believe, according to the DoQtrine of 7ho. Munt- 
zer, that every one of them was able to chaſe a thou- 
ſand, and two put ten thouſand to flight. 

The next Error that falls under the cognizance and 
redargution of the preceeding Propoſitions, is that ab- 
ſurd Doctrine of the validity and indiſpen'able obligati- 
on of the Leges Forenſes, or Judicial Laws of the Fews. 

- This DoGtrine was aſſerted about the time of the Refor- 
Wire 2- mation by * Caroloſtadins and Caſtellio, and the defence 
i Copy of te Of it was not long ſince offered to the Preſs by one 
Fanetices uew Mr, Bampfield ; and the late || Scottiſh Rebels in their 
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new Covenant or Scheme of Reformation, declared 
that they would be governed by the Civil or Judicial 
Laws, which God gave to his peculiar people, excep- 
ting the Laws of S/avery, Polygamy and Divorce, And 
the Colony of the * Maſſachuſets in New England, though *The Ls of 
they have not expreſly declared the Jewiſh Laws to be te 
indiſpenſably binding, yet it appears from their Capital jrimel «r 
Laws, the greater part of which are both for matter Caniridge 
and ſtile Moſaick, that they had an unreaſonable ſuper- j,, jobn uh 
ſtitious veneration for them, having Enacted death in er of Boſton... 
the very words of Moſes, for him that ſmiteth or curſeth 
his Parents, asallo for the incorrigible Son. 

I thought my ſelfobliged to take notice of this Error, 
againſt which Luther, Calvin, Melanithon, and many 
more Divines of note have occaſionally written, and 
afſerted the Civil liberty wherewith Chr; hath made us 
free. Moreeſpecially, I think my ſelf bound here to 
animadvert upon thoſe, who though they did not aſſert 
the validity ofthe whole Moſaick Code, yet have afſer- 
ted the indiſpenſable obligation of fome particular Laws 
in it, tothe great {candal of the Proteſtant name. In 
particular I underſtand thoſe, who have declared the 
Moſaick Laws againſt Idolatrous places and perſons to be Ezrtof ar 
in force, and ſo have made the people deluded with this —_— - 
Doctrine run in tumults to pull down Churches, and Proctmation, 
think it meritorious to put Popiſh Prieſts and Princes #.con"7 
as Idolaters unto death. Thereare examples enough of ,” 104. id. 
thele Dottrines in Kyox's and Spotſmood's Hiſtory, and f-149: 
I wiſh there were none no where elſe; but Ne- 
huſhtan was Printed here in 1668 ; and beſides the Mur- 
derers of the late Archbiſhop of S. Azdrews, I could 
name others reputed ſaving Preachers, who applied 
_—— very cloſely to the Biſhops, as Baals 
Prieſts. 

In thenext place, I cannot but ſhew the Jewiſh, or 
rather more than Fewiſþ ſuperſtition of ſome modern 
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Chriſtians, inaffeting Jewiſh names and phraſes, con- 
trary tothe cuſtom of the univerſal. Church. Thus ata 
_ | meeting of Cartwright, Travers, and other diſſenting 
L ;.(#4p,9. Miniſters in Lozdoy, it was reſolv'd that ſuch names as 
did favour either of Paganiſm or Popery ſhould not be 
grven tochildren at Baptiſm, but only Scripture names; 
- *14, 13.ch.11. accordingly * Szape, not to mention later examples, re- 
fuſed to Baptize a Child by the name of Rzchard, not re- 
membring that God under the New Teſtament chang- 
ed the Scripture-name Saul into the Pagan-name Pav/, 
and that Thomas came to be called Didym, and John 
ſurnamed Marck. 
4 Ch. about the Thusthe Maſſachuſers of New England, as may be ſeen 
zime and place In their | Book of Laws, cite the Months not by their or- 
of ihe couny dinary names, but by the fir/ff and ſecond month ; and 
* 5eld. de Fu. thus * Pope Silveſter once torbad the world to call the 
re,l.3.c.22. , days ofthe week by the name of the Plazers, which the 
Ho Folonians and Bohemians do yet ſuperititioaſly obſerve, 
To\Uzenr@ although the Church of S-zyrma, not to mention other 
nn; 'g + ark as, in their | Epiſtle about the martyrdom of Po- 
Kov ex . . R 
i ws, m3 Iycarptheir Biſhop, uleththe Pagan names of April, and 
#2 zeae the Calends of May. 
CE NGs From the ſame fountain of Jewiſh ſuperſtition it came, 
£arpiab Ar- that the Lord's:day was called the Sabbath, although 
Rs Juſtin Martyr and Tertullian, and the Imperial Edicts 
call it by the name of Sunday, and when it was not cal- 
led ſo, it was always called the Lord's day ; and I won- 
der thoſe who would have it commonly called the Sab- 
bath, contrary to the cuſtom of all Chriltian Nations, 
did not for the ſame reaſon make the Lord's Supper be 
called the Paſſover, eſpecially ſince it is written, that 
Chriſt our Paſſover t ſacrificed for us, To conclude this 
remark, the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo far from this 
ſuperſtition, that when good Analogy required, they 
never {crupled to apply the terms of the Pagan to the 
Chriſtian Religion, as 1n calling the Sacraments Myſte- 
ries, 
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ries, the men of extraordinary auſterities and devotion 
Asketicks ; nay Euſcbius calls the Diſciples of Chriſt 
* Thiaſotas, as the Heathens called the Diſciples of Bac- * #ijt.tis. r. 
chus, and the Sacraments of the Chriſtian Religion, the ja... . 
| Orgia thereof. _—" 

I ſhould now proceed in the next place, to ſhew the 
vain and impious pretenſions of many Chriſtian Enthu- 
fiaſts to Revelations, Inſpirations, Prophecies, and 
Prophetical meſſages, and other Supernatural diſcove- 
ries of the counſel and will of God, and ſhew by many 
notorious examples how the Enthuſiaſts both of former 
and latter Ages, both of the Papal and Antiepiſcopal 
Communions have pretended to have been ſpoken toby 
God, in all thoſe divers manners ( Urim and Thummin 
excepted ) by which he ſpake to the Fathers, and to 
Moſes, and the Prophets in the Jewiſh State. Juſt as if 
the Divine Majeſty reſided among the Chriſtians in the 
ſame manner, and for the ſame ends, that it did among 
the Fews to give and interpret Laws, condutt their Ar- 
mies, declare War and Peace, make Leaguesand Alli- 
ances, and do all other things by which he was bound, 
as a political Soveraign, to diſcover his Royal will upon 
| mm—___g occaſions, to direCt, inſtruft, or corre&t 
his people, or the Kings which he ſet over them. This 
I deſigned for one of the principal parts of my Diſcourſe, 
till I tound, that it required an hour for it ſelf, 

Furthermore, I deſigned from theſe premiſes, to ſhew 
how the Jewſb Spirit hath reigned, and ſtill doth reign 
among very many Chriſtian Communions ; who, as 
| Buxtorf lets forth the Modern Jews, have an haughty y refer. a4 
and magnificent opinion of their own Religion, and Hn. 
think that God and Meſhas belong to few or none but 
themſelves; ſuchas theſe in the firſt place are the Pa- 
piſts, who damn all that live out of the Romiſb Pale ; , 
and in the ſecond our Modern * Moztaniſts, Novatians, —_— 
and Donatiſts, who, it they do not damn Epiſcopal-15. 

E Commu- 
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14, Communions, as ſeveral of them have done, yet think 
— they have mighty Spiritual advantages above them ; and 
I, out of an high conceit of their own SanCtity and Pure- 

neſs, ſet up private Altars and Communions, and ap- 
propriate the Catholick names of the Church, the Bre- 
thren, the Saints and people of God unto themſelves. 
I likewiſe intended to ſhew the horrible Enthuſiaſm 
k = Mee and Blaſphemigs of many Religious || Orders in the Ro- 
*«11i6. Con.” miſh Church, who beſides the common Goſpel, which 
form.$.Fras God hath publiſhed to. the World, pretend to have re- 
+ 109 nh ceived particular A/corays from him. by the hands of 
ciſcanorum, their Founders; wherein they have ſpecial promiſes, 
rukes and pxivyedges, and thereupon boaſt themſelves, 
as far above all ſecular Chriſtians in the favour of God 
and Angels, as the Fems were above the Gemtile world. 
I likewiſe dehgn&dto fhew. how many men have run 
intomany grols unfortunate Errors, for want of right! 
diſtinguiſhing in,zhe Decalogue, and the Laws whic 
follow after it, the purely: Politive from the Moral pre- 
cepts, and the purely Ritual, from the Typical part of 
the Ceremonial Law, which God as Eccleſiaſtical and 
Secular Soveraign gave unto the Jews. 
Hither I had referred the Ancient and Modern Sabba- 
tarzaxs ; the writers againit Uſ/ury, which ſome of them 
; 1, have made as great a {in as Murder, The religious ab- 
S——__ " ſtinenceof the * Oriental Churches from Bloud andun- 
Ceſſend, op. clean Animals, and the conſecration of their Euchariſt 
þ.693- in unlevened Bread, The Modern Iconocli/tes, or zea- 
| porſweods Jous oppoſers of the Civil an! Hiſtorical uſes of | Monu- 
AA zi, ments, Piftures, and graven Images, eſpecially in 
oforct xd.c.g. Churches, from whence the Mechanic! s among the 
Sore Survey Quakers (it 1 laid.) refuſe tro make any Images at all, 
of Foul Hiſt Thoſe * Divires, who held it unlawful to Anoint a 
pretend L.1.c.8 King at his Coronation, which was much oppoſed by 
47 D4g# the Brethren as a Typical Rite at King Fames his Coro- 
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our preſent Soveraign (whom God preſerve) was 
Crowned King of the Scors, The ſtrift Divine right of 
Tithes, and Tithes of Tithes, or Tenths unto the 
Pope, as the Chriſtians High Prieſt. Laſtly, thoſe 
who hold it unlawful for the Supream Magittrate to 
pardon Murder, which God madeunpardonable among 
the Jews; as likewiſethoſe, who, like the Spaniſh Chri- 
ſtians condemned by the Council of * EZers, think 
themſelves bound by the Law of Moſes, though with the 
loſs of their lives, to demoliſh Idol-monuments and Gods. 
Furthermore, I deſigned to ſhew what conſcientious 
care, and ſpecial heed the Miniſters and Writers of the 
Chriſtian Religion ought to take, that they lead not the 
World into miſchief anderror, by arguing ina plauſible, 
bur really falſe Analogy from things and perſons in the 
Jewiſh, to things and perſons in the Chriſtian Church. 
Thus Baronizs and Bellarmine, and almoſt all the Po- 

piſh Writers argue for the Pope's Supremacy, from the 
power and primacy of the High Prieſt among the Fews ; 
and Pope Gregory the Fifteenth, in his Letter to Prince 
Charles 1nſiſted upon this, that he ought to own the au- 
thority of God's High Prieſt. And thus Pope Adrian 
the Sixth moved the Princes of Germany to cut of Luther 
and his followers, becauſe God caſt Corah and his com- 
pany down into Hell, and commanded that thoſe, who 
would not obey the Prieſt,ſhould be puniſhed with death. 
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Thus the Diſciplinarians in Scotland compared onr hin- p;xcr. dang. 
dring in Ezg/and of the pretended Diſcipline, unto the #44. » p31, 


hindrance which God's enemies made unto the building 
of Jeruſalem. 

And thus alſo the promoters and abetters of the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, which ſome have equalPd 
tothe Covenant of Grace, were wont to expreſs them- 
ſelves about it to the people in the * Texts and phraſes 
of the Old Teſtament, which concerned the making, 
breaking, or renewing of that political Covenant, 
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which God made with the people, and afterwards with 
his Viceroys the Kings of the Fews. 

Thus whenever they ( or their Anceſtors) had a mind 
toſtir up the people to Rebellion, they compared their 
Princes to the wicked Kings, whom God laid aſide in 
the Old Teſtament. So one Gzbſon in his Sermon com- 
- King Fames to Feroboam ; and Gilby cunningly re- 

embled Queen El:z. of bleſſed memory to Feroboam, 
Ahab, Aſah, Saul, and almoſt all the wicked Old Teſta- 
ment Kings ; and Leighton, a great Incendiary in the 
latetimes, in his Sons Plea, wherein he ſtirred up the 
people to kill the Biſhops, called the late Queen-mother 
the darghter of Heth, a Canaanite, and Iavlatrefi; and 
others compared her to Athaliah, and faid, ſhe ought to 
beſlain. Andone of the * Miniſters of this City in a 
Speech which he made in the Gxi/4-hal/ to encourage the 
people to give argely towards the bringing in of the 
Scottiſh Army, referred them for his excule and vindica- 
tion, to Numb. 10.and Dent. 20, where God, the Jewiſh 
Soveraign, ordained, that the Prieſts ſhould ſound the 
Silver Trumpets, to proclaim War ; and that when 
the people went out to Battel, the Camp-Prieſt was to 
makean Oration to them, to encourage them to fight 
for the Lord of Hoſts, 

Thus alſo Mr. Alured in the well-intended Letter, 
which he wrote to the Duke of Buckingham, againit the 
Spaniſh match, inſiſted upon this _— to prove it 
unlawful, becauſe the Jews were forbidden to marry 
Idolatrous Wives; and the peſtilent Book Lex Rex 
faith, that the Elective King is more properly and 
eſſentially ſuch, becauſe the Kings of © Fews were 
EleRive, according as it is written, Thou ſhalt in any 
wiſe ſet him King over thee, whom the Lord thy God ſhall 
chuſe. Here allo I intended to ſhew, how weakly the 
Anabaptiſtsargue for the Temporal rights of the Saints, 
becauſe God commanded the Fews to ſpoil the —_— 
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and gave them the Lands of the Idolatrous Nations. 
Laitly, Here had fallen to the ground the ſpecious 
pular Arguments uſed by the former and latter Re- 
els in Great Britain, for depoling and murdering Kings, | zxrtce Sermon + 
from the examples of || Saul, Agag, Jeroboam, Fehoram, preached before 
and the like, as may be ſeen in * Sporſwoods Hiſtory,. Bu- —_ 
chanan de Ture Regni, Milton's Apologie, and Goedwin's waſons Hiſt. 
Vindication of the King's Murder, and many other ©% p.1t7, 
Pamphlets of the late times, particularly a Colleftion of +'.136,137. 
ſeveral Speeches delivered at a Conference concerning 
the power of Parliament ; which is nothing but Dole- 
man alias Parſons the Jeſuit's Title to the Crown tranſpro- 
ſed. 
To conclude, I here deſigned to ſhew how cautious 
and diſcreet the Miniſters of the Goſpel ought to be in 
the uſe and application of thoſe Old Teſtament phraſes, 
which are proper to the Jewiſh conſtitution of affairs, 
leſt by the abuſeor milapplication of them, ' they beget 
falſe or dangerous notions 1n the mind of their hearers ; 
as many out of ignorance and inconſideration, and ſome 
out of malice and deſign have done. 
Hither I had referred the new Doctrine of Spiritual 
Deſertion, otherwiſe calle1 the comings and: goings of 
God, which 1s built upon the * Texts, which ſpeak of * Subs 
God's political forſaking the Fewiſh Kings, or people, }#m1-23 
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or both ; as allo the great abuſe of the phraſes which ſig- 14 721.94. 
nihe rarely any thing ele in the Old Teſtament, but the + F715. 
federal, or relative holine(s of the Jewiſh people, ſuchas ; + oo 
theſe are, the || Szizts of God, the people of God, the I 4 Pſal.14s, 
children, the Iſrael, and the choſen of God; all which i. 1p 
have been applied by the Browni/fs and others, with ſo the late times. - 
much art, to their own Communions, as to make them 
believe they were nearer and dearer to God, than the 
people of the eltabliſhed Religion ; and that We from 
whom they ſeparate, as well as from the Papiſts, are 

. . . . * Bancy. ding. ' 
in compariſon but as * Edomites, Canaanites and Egypti- ,r.u. 
ans, 
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ans (as the Fews in their writings call all Chriſtians) and 
ſtrangers to the Commonwealth of the 1/-ae/ of God. 
HereI hadallſo conſidered the great abuſe of the Mili- 
tary Titles of God, as that he is the mizhty one of Iſrael, 
the Lord of Hoſts, a man of War, ftrons and mighty in 
Battel, &,. All which, though God affected only as a 
ſecular Prince and General, and aſſumed now and then 
to encourage his choſen people to tight with more reſo- 
lution againſt their enemies, yet the Goſpel-clarigators 
of the late times ſo abuſed thee war-like Attributes of 
God, as to per{ſwade the deluded people, that he would 
fight for them, and that the Battels they proſperouſly 
1Stepb. Har- fought againſt their own King, were the | Battels of the 
. Jalfonihe | Lord. I appeal, for the truth of what I fay, to the 
338,39,40, Pamphlets of the late times, more eſpecially to the Par- 
liament-Sermons, which with others of the ſame nature 
never Printed, diſpoſed the people of theſe Nations to 
* Kings Larger aCt ſuch things in God's name, as the * good Miniſters of 
an CharemonandGenevadeclared, were a reproach tothe 
' Proteſtant Religion, and an indeleble ſcandal to the 
. Proteſtant name. 
- Laſtly, I had here taken notice of the miſapplication 
. of Urimand Thummim, which was a State-oracle,to the 
Goſpel-Clergy ; and ſome other Old Teſtament-phra- 
ſes —_— uſed in the devotions and writings of 
good and Orthodox men. 
Ina word, Ialſodelſigned to ſhew what an excellent 
Scheme this notion of the Jewiſh T heocracy is to ſolve 
and account for all the paſſages of the Old Teſtament, 
which otherwiſe ſeem inexplicable, or harſh to the com- 
mon way of reaſoning among men ; ſuch as thele are, 
the falling down of the walls of Jericho, after the Cit 
had been ſeven times compaſled with the Ark of the Ps 4 
the !- .ghter of the Aſſhrian Army by the Angel of the 
Lord ; the miraculous ſtrength and exploits of Sampſon 
. againſt the Phi/iſtixes ;- and how it came to pals that one 
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of his Soldiers was able to | chaſe a thouſand of his Ene- | Deur. 32 30, 
mies[ ſmitten with panick fear } and two put ten thou- #9-+3-10. 
ſand of them to flight. Such hkewiſe are many ofthe 


Ceremonial Precepts, which becauſe we can aſſign no 


natural reaſon for them, we are apt to think were need- 
leſs and arbitrary ; whereas God had very good politi- 
cal reaſons, why he impoſed them upon his people under 
ſuch ſevere peralties as he did. As for example, hefor- 
bid them to wear garments made of Linnen and Wool- 
len, to round the corners of their Heads, and ſhave off 
the corners of their Beards, becauſe the * Idolatrous * Mein. 2or.” 
Prieſts of the neighbouring Nations did ſo in the worſhip **9#43- 
of their Gods. For the fame reaſon he forbad them to ©*”" 
},build him an Altar of hewno Stone, or with ſteps, and | 14.3.3. c.45- 
commanded the Prieſts at the time of their miniſtration 

to put on Breeches, in oppoſition to the Pagan Rites 

which he taught his people to abhor, leſt they thould be 

* inſnared with them. For after the doings of the Land « peur.12. ;o, * 
of Egypt, or after the doings of the Land of Canazn, or 31. 
after the doings of the | Xb7ans, or other Idolatrous Na- y aim. Mor. - 
tions, would he not let them do, leſt they ſhould follow xwevech. 1.3. 
after them, but deſigned by theſe Gedarim or fence- ©3% 
Laws to make their Idolatrous neighbours an abomina- 

tion to them, and them odious to their Idolatrous neigh- 

bours; as of late years the Chineſes hared the T artars 

more for the faſhion of their Hair, than for invading 

their Country, and all the miſchief they ſuffered there- 

upon. Laſtly, ſuch is the way which God took, like 

other Soveraign Princes, to puniſh the ſins of the Fa- 

thers upon the Children unto the third and fourth gene- 

ration ; and deſtroying whole Families for the Rebellion 

of one man ; which things, though they | are fairly ſol- anos,ccny 
vable without this hyporheſis, yet they are more eaſily _—__ TT 
and naturally ſolved by it, by conceiving that reaſons of :s- 

State obliged God in his Government to puniſh Rebels 
and Traitors in their Families and Poſterities, as they 
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are-uſually puniſhed in -all other Governments of the 
- V/orld. I could inſtance in other particulars, as the 
| Jewiſh Law being ſo much enforced by temporal re- 
wards and puniſhments, &c. but I here conclude, 
hoping I have already ſaid and hinted enough to 
convince you how requiſite it 1s for the underſtand- 
ing of the Scriptures ; the prevention and cure of 
Enthuſiaſm; the confutation of Herelies and Er- 
rors; the peace of the Church; the regulation of 
Chriſtian devotion ; and laſtly, for begetting within 
the minds of men a right apprehenſion of the Chriſtian 
Religion, as the molt ſober and Antifanatical DoQtrine 
that ever was, that all men be taught the difterence be- 
twixt the Chriſtian and Jewiſh Oeconomy, 7. e. that all 
men be taught to know, and conſider the Jews, as the 
choſen and adopted people of the Lord ; to whom, and 
only to whom pertained the Adoption, and the Glory, and the 
Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the Service of 
God, and the Oracles, and the Prophecies, and the Promi- 


ſes ; whoſe are the Fathers, towhom he ſpake at ſundry times, 

and in divers manners, and of whom as concerning the fleſh, 
«Chriſt came; Who is God bleſſed for ever, and to 

whom and the Father, with the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcri- 
: bed, &c. Amen. 


